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Back in Person!
Many of us have been looking forward to once again meeting in
person, being with longtime writer friends, and having a room full of
energy charged with creative people. After months of only online
meetings, we will once again meet together in person for our regular
meetings, starting Monday, August 9th, 6:30 p.m., Chamber of
Commerce, Genecov Room, Broadway and E. Line Street,
Tyler.
The Genecov room has been remodeled, and the kitchen converted
for extra seating area. Although you may be able to sit in the back
away from others, social distancing cannot be guaranteed. Masks
are optional. Should you not be able to attend, the meeting will also
be broadcast via Zoom.
Inspirational Romance Author Delia Latham (delialatham.net) will
present “The Art of Description.” Is there a way to paint feeling into
describing a setting…a person…the weather? The simple answer is
yes. It is an art…but one that can be learned, with a few simple
tricks and a handful of pointers. Delia will show us how.

ETWG Conference Set for September 11
by Lynn Pinkerton
… and may your It’s back! After missing last year because of COVID, our annual
manuscript end in aconference is set to resume on Saturday, September 11 and is
looking to be bigger and better than ever. We are excited that it will
big pot of gold.

be held in a new location at First Christian Church, located at the
corner of South Broadway and Loop 323 in Tyler. The hours are 9:00
– 3:30, with registration opening at 8:30am.
Please see ETWG Conference page 3
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Marvin S. Mayer featured in Tyler Today magazine
Marvin S. Mayer will be the featured author in the “Authors Among Us”
section of the August/September 2021 issue of Tyler Today.
Mayer has written two books based upon changes and challenges thrown
his way. Come On, Grandpa; You Can Do It! is aimed toward children.
This book helps them understand why their loved ones behave and/or look
different after a medical illness or injury.
Discovering the Caregiver Within Us is for adults who are suddenly thrust
into the role of being a caregiver. In this book, Mayer includes professional
advice as well as tips from personal experience.
Learn more about the life events that spurred Mayer into writing his books
and the course he took to learn how to write children’s books in the Tyler
Today article. Tyler Today is distributed locally. Find a copy at
Brookshires, Fresh by Brookshires, Barnes & Noble, and other places
around Tyler. Or visit their website: tylertodaymagazine.com.
This is the second time Mayer has been the topic of an “Authors Among
Us” article, the first in Tyler Today’s December 2019/January 2020 issue.
His books can be purchased through Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com,
WhitebirdPubications.com, and his website, MarvinSMayer.com.
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ETWG Conference cont’d
The conference will include four exciting speakers, camaraderie, door
prizes and support. Here’s a look at our speakers and their topics:
Joe Lansdale – “Writing Like Everyone You Know Is Dead” (Writing for
Yourself First)
Joe has written nearly four dozen novels, many short stories, as well
as written for comics. Several of his novels have been adapted to film and
television series.
Caleb Pirtle – “How to Turn Genre Fiction into Literary Fiction”
Caleb is the author of more than 80 books, including the awardwinning historical fiction novel about an East Texas oil boom during the
Great Depression. He was the first travel editor for Southern Living
magazine and has written screenplays for television.
Arianne “Tex” Thompson – “Editing Like a Boss”
Tex is an author, licensed locksmith, enthusiastic editor and an
instructor/speaker at numerous writing workshops.
Kathryn McClatchy – “5 Sure-fire Ways to be Seen, Heard, and Sold”
A writer and social media consultant, Kathryn will share the five
essential elements of creating your own author’s platform.
Early bird cost of the conference is $55.00 before September 1. After
September 1 the cost is $65.00 per person. Lunch is included for the inperson option. There is also a Zoom option if you cannot join us in
person. Early bird cost of the Zoom option is $45.00 before September
1. After September 1, cost is $55.00.
Additional conference information and how to register will be on our
website in the next few days. We will notify you by email and on
Facebook when the information is up and running.
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How to Leave a Review for Any Book (Except Your Own)
by Lydia Holley

mitting Your Manuscript-8 Hot Tips

Authors very much appreciate book reviews. Readers do, too. If you have read a book you
by Karen
Cioffi
enjoyed, why keep that a secret? Letting others
know
about your experience is helpful. They may
be interested in the title, but beyond that, will they enjoy it?
What goes into the best reviews? Three things:
1) a short summary. Try to sum up the novel in one sentence. Too hard? Give a brief overview of
the first act. This gives a little information about the book, leaves on a cliffhanger, and doesn’t
give away any spoilers.
2) Your reaction to the book. Was it funny? Sad? Did you stay up to finish it? Did the ending
resonate days afterward? What grabbed you?
3) Why someone else would want to read it (and perhaps a mention of who that ‘someone else’
might be). Is it thrilling? Mysterious? About an important time in history? A fun distraction?
Consider the intended audience.
Lastly, don’t forget Full Disclosure if it applies (got a free book in exchange for an honest review,
know the author, etc).
Still not sure? Go to the New York Times Book Review section
(https://www.nytimes.com/section/books/review) and get a feel for a well-written review. But
remember, unless you are a paid reviewer, just leaving any kind of review is usually better than
nothing.
One last sticky subject which may make you reluctant to leave a review: What if you didn’t enjoy it?
Consider your review a signpost directed toward those that would like a venture on that book’s
particular journey. After all, as Aldous Huxley said, “A bad book is as much of a labor to write as a
good one, it comes as sincerely from the author's soul.”
Again, go through step 1, put something positive in step 2, then in step 3, try to determine a
particular audience which might enjoy it. Even if you didn’t like it, someone will. State who and why
you think they will like it.
If there is a specific issue, it’s okay to say why you personally would not recommend it. (Example:
Although this is intended for a middle-grade audience, I thought the horror scenes were too
graphic for young minds.) Others may or may not agree with you, but by putting why you didn’t like
it for the intended audience, that will allow others to make an informed choice. They can decide if
what you found lacking is important to them.
Above all, try to be informative instead of critical, which just makes you look jealous. Your review
can help the author connect to the right audience, which helps both the reader and the author. And
isn’t that what a review is for?
Sources:
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/book-reviews/
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/aldous_huxley_114576
https://reedsy.com/discovery/blog/how-to-write-a-book-review
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TNC Newsletter and ETWG Information
2021 ETWG Officers
Founder—”K” Sellers
President—Mike Wigington
Vice President—Woody Edmiston
Secretary—Lisa Holcomb
Treasurer—Marilyn Grounds
Historian—Lisa Holcomb
TNC Editor—Lydia Holley
Membership—Johnathan Vega
Publicity—Lynn Pinkerton

TNC Submission Guidelines and
deadlines

Hospitality—Lorna Penland
Website—Nikki Brown & Lisa Holcomb
Technical—-Mike Wigington and Roger Middleton

All submitted data must be received by the 20th of
the month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc.
will appear.
Length —up to 500 words (ask if more)

2021 Conference Committee
April Coker

Gail England

Tamara Kratzer

Nancy Larson

Patricia LaVigne

Renee La Viness

Lynn Pinkerton

Format—single space, no indent
Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman
Photos—jpeg with caption instructions
Send to:
LydiaHolley@aol.com

East Texas Writers’ Guild
P.O. Box 10074
Tyler, TX 75711
E-mail:
etwgmembers@hotmail.com
Website:
www.etwritersguild.org

