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•REGULAR MEETING:
MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 6:30 p.m., Chamber of
Commerce, Genecov Room, Broadway and E. Line Street,
Tyler. This is our Regular Meeting where all Members and
visitors are welcome. We usually have a speaker; sometimes,
there is a special event, such as the summery stories we read
in July. Come and mingle with other writers or join through
Zoom.

“Great (Genre) Expectations”—
Lydia Holley
”Into the Mist”—Michael Wigington
Dates to Celebrate in August;
Quote of the Month
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“Settings”— Lydia Holley
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• Meet Other Writers
• Take Your Writing to the Next Level
• Hear about Opportunities
• Learn about Volunteer Positions
• Make New Friendships
• and Have Fun Doing it!

TNC Newsletter and ETWG
Information

•NUTZ AND BOLTZ MEETING:
MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 6:30 p.m. Zoom only:
Our regular Nutz and Boltz meeting will be a special “Crazy
Prompts” night where each person will be asked to write a
short paragraph or scene based on prompts given. Each
person’s imagination will determine where the story goes, even
though everyone will be given the same words. These are
always a fun experience. As always, come with your questions.
There will be plenty of time to ask the writers who come their
experiences about whatever you need to know.
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Have you been to Nutz and Boltz lately?
This meeting differs from the regular meeting. Instead of a speaker, there is time allowed to ask all
those questions that come up as you write. We discuss the “Nutz and Boltz” of writing. Hear the
experiences and get guidance from those that have walked the path before you.

There’s a lot to this business of writing. Plot, theme, word count, voice, genre, character, scene,
publication, marketing, and so much more! Sometimes it’s hard to get all the gears going in the right
direction. Things working well for you right now? We need you to come help answer questions!

You never know when a discussion will light the bulb of
inspiration for you. Or you may hear a tidbit that will grease
the wheels of your writing. Come and learn, share your
knowledge, or just get recharged!
The Nutz and Botlz meeting is only online, so you can join
from the comfort of your own home.

To get to the online meeting, simply go to etwriterguild.org and click on the Zoom link under
“Nutz and Boltz.” The Nutz and Boltz meeting is the third Monday of every month, 6:30 sharp.
See you there!
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Conference Musings

Although we all attended the same conference, each attendee came
away hearing just what they needed to at this point in their writing
career. Read what some had to say:

from Michael Wigington…

The annual ETWG Conference was a blast! The speakers were great, and one of the things that
stood out to me was by speaker Joe Lansdale. He spoke about being rejected a thousand times
over the course of 4 years.

“…he never stopped…”
But he never stopped writing. A thousand rejections would be disheartening to say the least, but he
wanted to be a writer, he wanted to be a full-time author and so he pressed on. That's one thing I
would encourage all of us writers to do, is keep on keeping on!
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Conference Musings, Continued

from Carol Thompson…
The Guild presented a very interesting and worthwhile summer conference. Spending the day in
a roomful of writers is always a good time!

“…inspired to work…”
I learned much from Caleb Pirtle and am inspired to work on a short story using his story prompt.
This was my most valuable takeaway; I learned something from each excellent presenter.

from Lydia Holley…

Anytime I hear someone speaking about writing, it motivates me. All the conference speakers at the 17th
Annual ETWG Conference were fabulous. And I lled the blank pages given to me with notes of
reminders and things learned.
It was Joe Lansdale, however, who gave us permission to write. He said that people have been telling
stories since the time of the cave man recounting his struggles to kill dinner. He stated that those stories
were important to those particular people at that particular time.

“…permission to write…”
I once had a writer friend try to encourage me by stating that, though he didn’t know what I was writing,
he knew my story was important. That just about paralyzed me because I didn’t think my story was
important. Who cared if I nished it?
But Joe Lansdale said every story is important. It may not become a classic. It may be about a talking
dog. Or aliens. Or just something that came to you in a dream or popped into your head. But, he said, it
didn’t matter, because ALL stories are important. They are a re ection of our culture, our time on this
earth, and hidden deep inside are hopes and dreams, experiences learned, and lessons for others to
learn from. You may think your story is only as important as the cave man’s tale about spearing a
dinosaur, certain to be long forgotten someday. So why write it? Because that story entertained. And our
stories do, too. If only for that reason, they’re important.

fl

fi

fi

Thank you, Joe. Your words have freed me. And my stories.
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CONFERENCE 2022 REPORT
April Coker, ETWG Conference Chair

We did it! After two years of stop/start planning, we were finally able to host our annual
conference, the first one since 2019. Even with attendance down by almost half, the day was a
smashing success, according to the feedback the committee received via evaluation sheets
filled out by attendees.
Speakers Kathryn McClatchy, Joe R. Lansdale, Caleb Pirtle, and Tex Thompson had everyone
spellbound as they shared their own personal experiences as well as best practices and
anecdotes from their own writing careers. Attendees learned about using social media as a tool
to gain readership, how to write to please yourself without worrying about what others think,
how to turn genre fiction writing into literary fiction writing, and different ways to edit your
work in preparation for publishing.
Some of the favorable comments were:
•

Really, one of the best! Packed full of useful information.

•

The topics presented were extremely relevant for my writing journey. Breaks were
perfect for visiting with people.

•

Speakers were well-prepared, very interesting and emphasized areas of writing greater
than very basic.

•

Everyone sharing ideas freely. Talking about books and things learned.

•

Inspiration and the diversity of topics.

•

Excellent presenters and variety of styles and topics.
purchase from speakers.

•

Very diverse speakers. All excellent, each different.

Enjoyed having books to

I’d like to extend a huge thank you to all who helped make this conference a success.
Conference committee, you rock!
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THE 2022 CONFERENCE AWARDS
April Coker

1. Best Welcome Team: Janice Conlee and Ilenya Marrin
2. Best Lunch Organizer: Patricia La Vigne
3. Best Refreshment Table: Lydia Holley
4. Best Starbucks Coffee Provider: Lisa Holcomb
5. Best Coffee Dumper: Mike Wigington
6. Best Behind the Scenes Website Registration Wrangling: Lisa Holcomb
7. Best Check Writer: Janice Conlee
8. Best On Site Tech Support: Mike Wigington
9. Best Donut Delivery: Woody Edmiston
10. Best PR Person: Lynn Pinkerton
11. Best Helper: Tom Collins
12. Honorable Mention: Everyone Else!
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Great (Genre) Expectations
Lydia Holley
New writers, especially, but all writers, I think, get frustrated at the limitations of choosing a genre
and meeting the expectations of that particular genre. If it’s a good story, why should anyone care if
it doesn’t fit the norm?
I think the best example for writing to expectations comes from the book The Power of Habit: why
we do what we do in life and business by Charles Duhigg. In it, there is a story about the song “Hey,
Ya!” When music executives looked at “Hey, Ya!”, they knew they had a winner. Computers
programmed to score songs on potential popularity predicted it would be a “monster hit.”
But when the song aired, they found that most people changed stations within six seconds into the
song. It became a puzzle to figure out why people didn’t even want to give this song a chance when
the executives were so certain it was a bestseller.

“…most people changed
stations within six seconds…”
What they figured out was “Hey, Ya!” didn’t sound like other songs. It was too different. It did not
follow listener’s expectations. People wanted to hear the type of music they were used to. And
within six seconds into it, they turned it off. The executives decided to sandwich “Hey, Ya!”
between two already popular songs instead of letting it lead after a commercial break. This allowed
“Hey, Ya!” to gain the genre recognition it needed. And it did go on to become a best seller.
Readers come to expect certain things from certain genres. Just like people want to hear the type of
music they’re used to, they also expect certain things from their books.
You may have a story that needs to be told. Something so fresh, so exciting, it’s sure to be a monster
hit. But if you have a story which doesn’t fit into your genre’s expectations, consider whether you
need to keep every element of your story. Can you switch to a different genre? If not, and your story
is a good one, perhaps, like the way they did “Hey, Ya!”, you can sandwich the meat of your story
between a beginning and an ending that fits within reader’s expectations. If it’s too different,
especially right from the beginning, readers may switch to another book. And it may only take a
few pages for them to do so.
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Dates to Celebrate in August:
2nd
9th
18th
21st
28th
31st

National Coloring Book Day
National Book Lovers Day
Bad Poetry Day
Poet’s Day
National Read Comics in Public Day
We Love Memoirs Day

Sources: https://nationaldaycalendar.com/; https://buildbookbuzzz.com/2022-literary-calendar

Quote of The Month:
“Every secret of a writer’s soil, every experience of his life, every quality of his mind, is
written large in his works.”
~ Virginia Woolf
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Settings
Lydia Holley

In The First Five Pages: a writer’s guide to staying out of the rejection pile, Noah Lukeman states, “good
settings can add a whole new dimension to a text, a richness nothing else can.”
Are you stuck with writing something along the lines of “the brownstone at the end of the block” as your
protagonist’s home? Can you make it reflect the protagonist’s personality in some way?
Here’s a good exercise:
1. Describe a prison waiting room.
2. Describe it again, from the prisoner’s POV.
3. Describe it again, from the victim’s POV.
4. Describe it again, from the prisoner’s small child’s POV.
You get the picture… the judge, the jailor, etc., all will have a different twist on the same setting.
Now, try the exercise with landscapes:
1. A bare patch of land from a gardener’s POV
2. A bare patch of land from a multi-millionaire’s POV
3. A bare patch of land from a homeless person’s POV
4. A bare patch of land from a child’s POV
Now, check the descriptions in your own work in progress, from the character’s POV you are using.
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Character Voice
Lydia Holley
One of the funnest, although also possibly one of the hardest, things to do is to have each
character have their own voice—to show their personality through the use of their words.
In The Art and Craft of Storytelling: A comprehensive guide to classic writing techniques, Nancy
Lamb gives an example of how a writer can have various personalities say one thing—differently.
You can guess at the personalities behind the characters just from a few words. Here are Lamb’s
examples:
Abby: “I don’t give a rat’s ass about that.”
Steve: “Why don’t you remind me why I should care?”
Ryan: “Why should I think this is important?”
Joe: “I’m outa here.”
Isabel: “Caring’s not a concept that intrigues me enough to embrace it.”
Kevin: “Why on earth should someone in my position bother with that?”
Melissa: “Like, I should waste my time with that.”
Mark: “Forget it.”
Cybele: “That’s not worth thinking about.”
Did you realize there were so many ways to say the same thing? How would the characters in your
current work in progress say this? How about you? Are the words your character would say
different than how you would phrase it?
Another writing book (my apologies for not remembering which one), stated something along the
lines that your character’s speech should reflect not only their character, but their background as
well. They stated that Germans would speak in short, direct sentences. A Frenchman would throw
up their hands and say, “Pfff”, or add yes or no to the end of their questions. They stated you should
be able to impart enough voice into your character’s speech that you don’t have to misspell any
words, whether or not your character has an accent. Are you writing an international character?
Instead of using foreign words, try mimicking the style of their native country instead.
What is your character’s voice? Let us hear it loud and clear.
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TNC Newsletter and ETWG Information
TNC Submission Guidelines and Deadlines
All submitted data must be received by the 30th of the
month prior to the month in which art/ad/etc. will appear.
Length —up to 500 words (ask if more)
Format—single space, no indent
Fonts—12 pt. Times New Roman
Photos—jpeg with caption instructions
Send to:
LydiaHolley@aol.com
Historian:

Aaron Plan

2022 ETWG Officers

TNC Editor:

Lydia Holley

Founder:

“K” Sellers

Membership:

Ilenya Marrin

President:

Lisa Holcomb

Publicity:

Lynn Pinkerton

Vice President:

Woody Edmiston

Website:

Secretary:

Patricia La Vigne

Nikki Brown
Lisa Holcomb
Laura Bentz

Treasurer:

Janice Conlee
Marilyn Grounds

Technical:

Mike Wigington

Conference Chair:

April Coker

East Texas Writers’ Guild
P.O. Box 10074
Tyler, TX 75711
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etwgmembers@hotmail.com
Website:
www.etwritersguild.org

